“The Follow Jesus Project”

Monday, Oct. 5
Scriptures to read: Matthew 21:18-20, Mark 11:12-14
Mark 11:20-21

Thoughts to consider:

Matthew has compressed this incident, while Mark’'s version
spreads it over two days. The disciples had been with Jesus
about 3 years and had seen many miracles done by Him. Yet
they were still amazed by this display of power.

Tuesday, Oct. 6
Scriptures to read: Matthew 21:18-20, Mark 11:12-14

Thoughts to consider:

Vine’s Expository Dictionary states that if a fig tree has leaves, it
should also have fruit set on. Otherwise, it is barren for the
season. Since this tree had the foliage associated with the time
of figs, it was “guilty” of claiming to have something it didn'’t.
Look at your life. Are you bearing fruit? Or is your Christianity a
false claim?

Wednesday, Oct. 7
Scriptures to read: Matthew 21:20-22, Mark 11:20-24
James 5:16-18

Thoughts to consider:
Faith is the basis for successful prayer. Faith enables one to
accomplish much. During prayer time is a good time to consider
your relationships with others and let go of things you may be
holding against them (forgive.) There are consequences if you
are unwilling to do that.
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Thursday, Oct. 8
Scriptures to read: Matthew 21:23-27, Mark 11: 27-33
Luke 20:1-8

Thoughts to consider:

Jesus was in the temple area, teaching and preaching the Good
News. He was “invading” the territory of the religious leaders,
the priests, teachers of law, and elders. They challenged His
right to be there. What authority did He have and who gave it to
Him? They were doing it because of envy and selfish interests.
Challenging an intrusion can be a good thing. Should you be
concerned about what or who's invading your “home turf?” Do
you challenge the shows, books, computer images and question
the source behind them?

Friday, Oct. 9
Scriptures to read: Matthew 21:23-27, Mark 11: 27-33
Luke 20:1-8

Thoughts to consider:

The leaders placed themselves in a trap because of their own
desires for preeminence. Do you allow the world and its
pleasures to swallow up your convictions and deceive you?

Saturday, Oct. 10
Scriptures to read: Matthew 21:28-32, James 1:22-25

Thoughts to consider:

The priests and elders knew the correct answer to Jesus’
guestion about the two sons, but they were unwilling to apply
the lesson from that story to themselves. James warns us
against that mistake.
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